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Largest
Statewide life science member association

1,700+ Members
Over 600 members in the Bay Area

Founded in 1995
25+ years of leadership and programming

6 Offices
South San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Sacramento, Washington, DC and Tokyo

Biocom California At-A-Glance
The voice and advocate for the California life 
science sector.

Advocacy
Federal, state, regional/local

Capital Development
Connecting members to investors, and investors to technologies and 
companies

Community
200+ events, committee meetings, workshops each year

Savings
Savings programs for lab supplies (Thermo Fisher), shipping (FedEx), 
health insurance (MMA/Anthem), others

Workforce
DE&I, academic partnerships internships, veterans initiative



Data from Biocom California 2022 Life Science Economic Impact Report |www.biocom.org/eir

California life science job growth in 2021
• 5.8% increase compared to national average of 3.9% 

California VC investments into life sciences in 2021
• Record high of $16.6B
• 31% of all US VC Life Science investment
• 29% increase over 2020

California Life Science Economic Impact, 2021



Bay Area Life Science Economic Impact, by County, 2021 Bay Area Life Science Direct Employment, by County, 2021

San Mateo County key metrics, 2021
• $14B in economic impact
• 807 life science establishments
• 40,349 people directly employed by life science 

companies

Data from Biocom California 2022 Life Science Economic Impact Report |www.biocom.org/eir

Bay Area key metrics, 2021
• $151B in economic impact
• 5,160 life science establishments
• 146,130 people directly employed by life 

science companies



Unique Ecosystem that Supports Innovation

Government & 
Regional 

Organizations

Diverse & 
Educated Talent

Capital Collaboration 
Risk-Tolerant 
Environment

Supportive
Service
Sector

Academic & 
Research

Institutions



San Mateo County Attracts Global Companies



Redwood City’s World-Class Innovation
• Convergence of biotech + Silicon Valley digital technology is accelerating innovation

• Transformational new technologies such as CRISPR and cell/gene therapy are changing the way we think 
about addressing diseases – e.g. cures vs treatment

• Biotechnology being used to address some of the world’s greatest challenges – e.g. sustainable food and 
industrial production

Gene therapy for ocular diseases

Precision oncologyEnabling gene therapyLiquid biopsy diagnostics

Biosimilars, immuno-oncology Early cancer detectionAging research Drug discovery platform Immuno-oncology

Clinical stage biopharmaceuticalsPoint-of-care diagnosticsGenome engineering tools



Outlook for the Bay Area Life Sciences
• Potential challenges:  unstable financial markets, local/regional business climate and quality of life, robust 

talent pipeline

• Millions of square feet of new lab space in development; developers are building for continued growth

• High-paying jobs for a range of skill levels – high school to PhD 

• Initiatives to increase diversity in the local workforce, such as internships and fellowship programs for 
under-represented populations, first-gen college grads, veterans

• Continued leadership on the world stage as the global epicenter of life science innovation



What can local government do to support 
life science?

Senior Director, Regional Policy & Government Affairs
mcohn@biocom.org
O: 858-832-4158
C: 661-378-1646

Melanie Cohn



11

Public Policy

Zoning & Building 
Requirements
Identifying and preserving land for manufacturing, R&D, and 
distribution is vital to long-term industry stability and growth. 
• Where companies can locate and grow
• Land designated specifically for life science

• San Diego: Prime Industrial Land, EMX Zones
• LA County: Bioscience Overlay Zone

• General, specific, and community plans (including approval 
processes)

• How municipalities define life science
• Berkeley R&D definition

• Activities allowed within buildings
• Reach codes
• Development fees
• Individual development plans for large projects
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Public Policy

Inspection & Permitting 
Processes
• How familiar is city staff with life science?

• Thousand Oaks
• South San Francisco

• Regulatory agencies
• Building and construction permitting 
• Engineering
• Hazmat (CERS)
• Fire
• Security: FBI, police, DEA
• Waste: trash, recycling, food waste
• Wastewater, stormwater
• Compliance with state regulations such as Proposition 65 

and Title 24 building code
• Life science specific programs

• San Diego County Dept of Environmental Health & Quality 
EPIC+ Program

• Keep Innovation in Berkeley
• Pasadena hazardous materials ordinance
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Public Policy

Housing
We advocate for expansion of housing availability – especially moderate income and workforce housing. 
The average home price in San Mateo County is approximately $1.5M.
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Transportation
Public Policy

We support transportation and transit projects for 
commuting workers.

Infrastructure & Utilities
We focus on reliability and accessibility.
• Water: supply, resource management, sewer, etc.
• Gas & electric
• Transportation
• Public amenities
• Telecommunications
• Readiness of buildings
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Public Policy

Taxes
Local taxes and fees can have detrimental effects on the 
development and production of new treatments. We advocate 
for measures to be predictable, equitable, transparent, and 
stable. It is especially important that similar businesses have 
similar tax burdens.
• Annual business tax
• Gross receipts tax
• Payroll tax
• District specific tax
• Childcare tax
• Commercial rents tax

Economic Development Incentives

Workforce Development



Gregory Theyel, Ph.D.

Biomedical Manufacturing Network

gregory.theyel@biomedmfg.org

San Francisco Bay 
Area Biomedical 

Industry



Biomedical 
Industry
Locations 
and Drivers

1) What life science/biomedical companies are in the 
mid-peninsula cities today? What do they do?

2) How does this relate to the larger SF Bay Area?

3) What do you see as the future of the biomedical 
industry in this area?

4) Do more companies want to locate here?

5) How will the profile of biomedical companies in the 
mid-Peninsula begin to evolve?



San 
Francisco  
Bay Area 
Biomedical 
Industry



What 
constitutes  the 
biomedical 
industry?

Biotechnology

The use of living organisms 

to produce. products, 

including drugs.

Pharmaceuticals

Chemical compounds 

manufactured for use as 

medicinal drugs.

Medical Devices

An instrument, apparatus, 

implement, implant, in vitro 

reagent, inserted into the 

body to improve health.

Medical Equipment

Products for use by health 

care providers, including 

diagnostic, treatment, life-

support, and lab equipment.

.

Digital Healthcare

Electronically connecting 

the points of care so that 

health information can be 

shared securely, including 

mobile health, health 

information technology, 

wearable devices, 

telehealth and 

telemedicine, and 

personalized medicine.

Genomics 

Studying a person’s 

genes, including 

interactions of those 

genes with each other and 

with the person's 

environment as part of 

the person’s healthcare.
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San 
Francisco  
Bay Area 
Biomedical 
Industry

South San 

Francisco

Berkeley

Emeryville

Silicon

Valley

Fremont

San 

Francisco
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Biotech Pharma Medical 

Devices

Medical 

Equipment

Digital 

Healthcare

Genomics CRO CMO Total

Belmont 5 1 0 2 1 0 1 0 10

Burlingame 16 7 0 7 3 1 2 0 36

Foster City 5 5 0 5 4 6 2 0 27

Redwood 

City

29 13 8 13 8 7 4 0 82

San Carlos 32 4 4 5 3 6 5 0 59

San Mateo 13 4 1 8 7 1 2 0 36

Total 100 34 13 40 26 21 16 0 250

Mid-Peninsula Biomedical Industry



Biotech Pharma Medical 

Devices

Medical 

Equipment

Digital 

Healthcare

Genomics CRO CMO Total

Alameda 199 49 49 171 34 30 8 5 545

Contra 

Costa

29 7 8 19 10 4 9 1 87

San 

Francisco

133 36 22 47 179 18 7 0 442

San Mateo 285 108 22 83 38 50 31 2 619

Santa Clara 158 53 70 178 48 26 16 8 557

Total 804 253 171 498 309 128 71 16 2,250

SF Bay Area Biomedical Industry
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